Sand camp

Wisconsin River sandbar camping is @
unique — and often secluded - adventure.

PITCH A TENT ON A SANDBAR OF THE LOWER WISCONSIN RIVER
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inding its way nearly 430 miles through the heart of

the Badger state, the Wisconsin River is the state’s

longest and a favorite for canoeists, kayakers and fisher-
men. But while many play in the river’s northern and central
waters, few venture down its lower stretch in southwestern
Wisconsin. There, the river flows uninterrupted for 92 miles from
Prairie du Sac to the Mississippi, rolling along a sandy ribbon that
offers a unique outdoors experience: sandbar camping.

There are so many sandbars and islands in the shallow

southern portion of the Wisconsin River that you can literally
walk across the river in many spots. While camping is restricted
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along the river's banks, you are free to set up camp on any of the
state-owned sandbars and islands on a first-come, firstserved basis.
The scenery is gorgeous here, and many stretches are remarkably
remote, particularly south of the Prairie du Sac—Spring Green
stretch that attracts two-thirds of the lower river's traffic.

This pristine and secluded scenery has remained so thanks to
legislation that established the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway in
1989. Since then, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
has managed the 80,000 acres of land while the LWSR board regu-
lates its use and development. One of the agency’s primary duties,
according to Mark Cupp, executive director of the LWSR board,






